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Growing up in a household where Java was the second lang
learning to code. Before pursuing a career in IT, I knew
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Growing up in a household where Java was the second language, I have always had 
pursuing a career in IT, I knew I liked computers and technology. However, I ne
STEM outreach, and teaching cybersecurity to elementary school students. Enteri
opportunity to take part in the 10  Congressional Young Women’s Leadership Prog
stories of women in the fields of computing and education. Inspired by meeting 
VP of Amazon Web Services, I was driven to use technology to create a positive 
motivation to establish my high school’s first Girls Who Code club (and one of 
to take action to close the gender gap in CS. My responsibilities as president 
Student Ambassador for the regional branch has not only further developed my sk
helped me grow into an assertive leader. Working alongside CS and STEM educator
atmosphere for girls to embrace their love of computing without any judgment. 

Along the way, I was introduced to an incredible non-p
Women & Information Technology (NCWIT). I was amazed t
(and their male allies) across the U.S. who are passio
ecstatic when I got the notification that I was chosen 
Virginia Affiliate Award Winner! I represented Norther
Richmond, Virginia, where I met many inspirational wom
university students, professors, and CEOs attended to 
countless opportunities NCWIT was able to create for h
young women. 

This award not only provided me with the opportunity t
females but also allowed me to develop confidence as a 
inspired me to continue to work toward a career in tec

wanted to increase my involvement in NCWIT. I got the opportunity to serve as t

th

https://clubrunner.blob.core.windows.net/00000305564/Images/Stories/Girls.jpg
https://girlswhocode.com/
https://www.ncwit.org/
https://www.aspirations.org/aspirations-community/virginia


designed to teach K–12 girls programming fundamentals and computational thinkin
The goal is to create an inclusive space for girls to explore how their interes
computing. 

In May 2019, I hosted a Cyber Week event at my former elementary school, Forest
third-grade teacher Jeffrey LeLoup. Seeing one of my favorite educators after 1
developed my first memories of using technology in his classroom as a child. Now
graders lessons relating to specific cybersecurity topics for each day of the w
strong passwords to more nuanced behavior like recognizing phishing messages. T
how to be safe and conscious consumers, creators, and citizens. I taught them t
to stop cyber threats before they could happen. 

As for next steps, I look forward to expanding the Cyber Week curriculum throug
thrilled to advocate for broadening participation in computing to more females 
cybersecurity education through my initiative. This year, I plan to focus on cr
classrooms. Themes will include cybersafety, cyberbullying, and make connection
career opportunities.

Thanks to the wonderful funding provided by NCWIT AspireIT, I have this opportu
outreach, give back to the community, and honor the teachers who have shaped me 
show all young women like me that regardless of their age, race, or economic st
pursue their passions alongside a cohort of supportive females and educators by 

Are you a high school CS teacher, counselor, or another educator? Provide your 
Samina had to find her community by nominating students for the Award for Aspir
award close on Nov. 5, 2019. You can also look on the website to find your loca
technical questions. The goal is to provide students with the community of supp
computing. The brief questions are about what sparked their interest, how CS fa
leadership, etc. Many school counselors run “lunch bunches” so the young women 
school time. 

Get started today! Share the Award for Aspirations in Computing with your femal
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(NJSCA).
 

More information

     

Aspirations in Computing
National Center for Women & Information Technology (NCWIT)
Counselors for Computing
Palo Alto Network Cyber A.C.E.S. (Activities in Cybersecurity Education for

21 people like this. Be the first of your friends.Like

https://twitter.com/csteachersorg
https://www.facebook.com/CSTeachers.org
https://www.linkedin.com/company/computer-science-teachers-association-csta-?trk=top_nav_home
https://www.csteachers.org/
https://www.csteachers.org/Page/join-csta
https://www.csteachers.org/Page/standards
https://www.csteachers.org/Page/2019conference
https://www.csteachers.org/Page/contact-us
https://www.csteachers.org/Page/about-csta
http://www.membernova.com/
https://www.csteachers.org/privacy-policy
http://www.membernovasupport.com/
https://www.membernovasupport.com/article/1714-system-requirements
http://njsca.org/
http://www.aspirations.org/
https://www.ncwit.org/
https://www.ncwit.org/C4C
https://start.paloaltonetworks.com/cyberaces

